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PEP FE REO CAMA ET SOE RY ER E 


THE LATE SAMUEL CHARTERS 


who purchased The Conservator from the founder, A. F. Campbell, on August 1st, 
1890, was the motivating and guiding spirit of the paper for over fifty years and active 
in its operation right up to the time of his death in 1943. During his long business 
career in Brampton he gave much in time, talent and effort in the service of his 
community and his country. He was the town’s Mayor for a short period, was a 
member of the first Peel Memcrial Hospital Board and served his church in almost 
every official capacity. But it was in the realm of politics that he “made his mark” 
and his main contribution, Twice defeated for the Legislature in 1902 and 1905, he 
was elected to the Ontario House in 1908 and re-elected in 1911. Due to ill health 
he was forced to retire from politics in 1913. On his recovery he was appointed 
County Registrar for Peel. He held that office until 1917, when he again entered the 
political field, this time in the federal arena, as the Union Government candidate in 
the war election of 1917. He was elected by a large majority and re-elected in four 
successive elections, 1921, 1925, 1926 and 1930. 


C. V. CHARTERS 


d. i, blish (G R. M. CHARTERS 
President Charters Publishing Co. oe. pene te 
Limited Since the Death of ice- president and General Manager 


é Charters Publishing Company 
Samuel Charters in 1943 Vi Limited 
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THE FOUNDER OF THE CONSERVATOR 


ALLEN FRANKLIN CAMPBELL 


This is the man who established The Conservator in Brampton in 1874 
very shortly after the town’s incorporation. It has been issued regularly 
every week since that date. For over sixteen years it was under the 
direct control of Mr. Campbell, through whose enterprise it was brought 
into existence. Even in those early years this paper took an active part 
in the social, business, municipal and political life of the community. 
Mr. Campbell, the publisher and editor, was honored in various ways. 
He was chairman of the school board and president of the Peel Agri- 
cultural Society. As a member of both Town and County Councils and 
later as Mayor of Brampton, he rendered true and laudable service. 
In 1884 he was chosen as Orange County Master for Peel. Taking a 
special interest in politics and being an excellent public speaker, he was 
always in demand both in his own county and elsewhere throughout the 
province when public matters were under discussion. Mr. Campbell 
began his career as schoolmaster of Palestine and learned upon the 
academic rostrum the rapid-fire utterance which later, in the provincial 
legislature, earned him his nickname of “Gatling-gun” Campbell. In 
1886 he was nominated by the Conservatives of Peel as their candidate 
for the legislature. He made a vigorous though unsuccessful fight 
against Kenneth Chisholm, the Liberal standard bearer. Four years 
later he was the choice of the Conservatives of Algoma and succeeded 
in redeeming that constituency which had formerly elected Liberals by 
very large majorities. Following the election Mr. Campbell considered 
a proposition for the purchase of a newspaper at Sault Ste Marie. 
Having in mind removal to that place, The Conservator was offered for 

—sale. On August 1, 1890, the offer of Samuel Charters, then employed 
by The Woodstock Sentinel Review and a previous apprentice and 
journeyman on the Brampton paper, was accepted and he became the 
second owner of the paper. 


WHERE A. F. CAMPBELL TAUGHT 


oe ee Be. 


PALESTINE SCHOOL, JULY 12th, 1866 

Amelia Aikins, Minnie Baldock, Simmie Baldock, Annie Barker, Mrs. 
A. F. Campbell, Mary Cundill, Helen Irvine, Mary Irvine, Libbie Irvine, 
Eddie King, Elsie King, Annie Lewis, Willie Lewis, Norman McLeod, 
Willie Savage, Charlie Savage, Jemima Scollen, Jos. Wilson (others are 
Scollens, Cundills, Reids, Davises, and Wilsons). Teacher, A. F. 
Campbell; Trustees, Edward McBride and Edward (Ned) Grafton (both 
in Orange regalia). 


“HAGGERTLEA” IN YEARS GONE BY 


This old picture of the Haggert Home, corner of Nelson and Elizabeth 
streets, is from an old Brampton atlas. Quite a contrast with today. 
The property was purchased and converted into an apartment house 
by Arf Morrison in 1945. Pictured in the foreground are a group of 
lawn bowlers. This was the Haggert’s own private green and was the 
introduction of bowling in the town. 


WHERE THE CONSERVATOR WAS PRINTED WHEN CAMPBELL SOLD 


In 1874 when A. F. Campbell started The 
Conservator the printing premises were on the 
third floor of the brick building on the west 
side of Main street south, recently purchased 
and modernized by T. H. Moorehead. Before 
Sam Charters took over in 1890 the business 
had been moved to Queen street west, the 
present location. As will be seen by a close 
study of the above picture, the entrance was 
at the Golding laneway and the business and 
editorial offices of that day occupied actually 
less space than is now required to accommodate 
the seven linotype machines. The “back shop” 
was not much bigger. The upstairs was 
occupied by other tenants. A Chinese laundry 
was located in the west side of the building. 
By easy stages the entire building was acquired 
and three extensions made at the rear. Yes, the 
same spot but what a change! 


S. R. CHARTERS 


son of C. V. Charters and grandson 
of Samuel Charters—a member of 
The Conservator editorial staff 
from June, 1939, until he enlisted 
in the Canadian Army in 1941, 
returned from service overseas in 
1946 to become Associate Editor 
and has been Managing Editor 
since May, 1948. 


ALAN H. CHARTERS 
son of the late Rev. H. P. Charters, 


and grandson of S. Charters, 
who, after returning from overseas 
took up a position as news editor 
of The West Toronto Weekly. 
Later was assistant managing edi- 
tor of The Conservator and moved 
to Guelph as managing editor of 
The Guelph Review, another Char- 
ters publication, in April of this 
year. 


THE STAFF OF 1906 


Pictured at the left is The Conservator staff 
of 1906 when the present president started in 
as “Printer’s Devil.” From left to right in the 
front row they are: Walter K. (Doughie) Mara, 
who left to go into the tinsmithing business 
with his father; Norman Moore (now with 
Copeland-Chatterson; Frank Fullerton (de- 
ceased); Samuel Charters, the editor and 
publisher, who died in 1943; D, A. (Lex) 
Mitchell, until recently with Copeland- 
Chatterson; Dave Barrett (carrier of His 
Majesty’s Mail); Ed. Watson (in business in 
Toronto); Florence M. Kelly (deceased). In 
the front row, the saintly character in kneeling 
posture is Harry (Finn) Elliott and the little 
kid with sleeves rolled up and wearing the 
devil’s apron is C. V. Charters. “Finn” and 
“C.V.” are the only two in the group still on 
the job. “Finn” has over 45 years’ service and 
“C.V.” over 43 years. 


nce ies 


ae 1: Se ae ; i ) . 
His place of business was in the north half of the present location of 
Blain’s Hardware on the west side of Main street. As will be seen by 
the photograph his stock included sporting goods, newspapers, maga- 
zines, stationery, etc. Mr. Schooley was the poet laureate of the town. 


EARLY TOLL-GATE SIGN IN PEEL 


This sign measuring 3’7!2” x 4’24,” was made from two boards, one 
measuring 1914”, the other 2214” wide. It was nailed in the northwest 
corner of the toll-gate house and exposed to the weather for seventy 
years. The boards have neither decayed nor split and the paint still 
retains its jet-black lustre. It is now a treasured museum piece. 
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ALLANT OMPANY 
irty Charters Cmployoss Saned Sn Sha War 1939-1945 


These Four Died in Service of Their Country 


kA -_ 


Irene Watson Crawford Hodgson Jack R. Bigham Jack A. Burkitt 


The Twenty-Six Who Were Spared to Return and Carry On 


Len Bignell Harold Brown Robert F. Burrows 


Samuel R. Charters Eugene Delaney Richard Everson Edwin F. Hiscock 


John A, Jeans H, Ray Kennedy Vernon McCulloch Clarence W. McDonald A. M. Paterson 


Joe Paul Clarence A. Plant Gordon Reneau Reg. C. Richards 


Alice Savage Edward A. Seahorn Duncan Sinclair Roy Smithers Percy Stewart Harry Walker 


The Story of Their Gallant Service is Told in Another Section of This Anniversary Edition 


W, By Sie ie Who Prid the Supreme Sacrifice —— W. Sate the Voble Company Who (Soe! Safely 
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Peel’s First Warden 


James Richard Tate W. Firth MacGregor 


Dr. JOHN BARNHART (1814-1901) STONE Barn, CALEDON 


Descendant of United Empire Loyalists, Reeve of Streetsville, 1867, Lot 13, concession § east 
and first Warden of Peel 
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James Blomfield 
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Norman Price 


REAPING IN 


PEEL SCHOOL Days IN “THE NINETIES” 
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Peel’s Only Premier 


Owen Staples, O.S.A. 


AT CLAUDE, 1909 


Mihran K. Serailian Chas. MacGregor, O.S.A. 


RatNBow MaPLe IN CREDIT VALLEY CoL. THE Hon. THomMas Lairp KENNEDY, M.L.A., V.D. 
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Paul Kane 


INDIAN ENCAMPMENT aT MOouTH OF CREDIT 
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CATE OF PEEL 


90 oe eee ww ow www won woo oot 


Harold W. McCrea, O.S.A. : Norman Price 


Pret CouNTY A CaLEpDON KITCHEN IN 1837 
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INDIANS DISPLAYING EARLIEST LACROSSE STICKS BRAMPTON VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADES 
PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLE FOR MANY YEARS 


Residents of Brampton have supported a volunteer fire brigade for 
many years and the firefighters have performed their important 
function in a manner that has always brought credit to the munici- 
pality. First chief of the brigade, as far as we have been able to 
learn, was Jas. Golding. After filling the post for many years he was 
succeeded by Jas. Harmsworth, who acted as chief for 26 years. A 
member of the brigade from 1897, A. H. Milner was named chief in 
1930 and retained that office until 1943. J. Baldock was head of the 
brigade from 1943-45; Geo. Maitland during part of 1945. The present 
chief, Herb Jordan, was appointed by Town Council in 1946. 


Brampton firemen’s old time celebration—hook and ladder competi- 
tion at Fair Grounds, Brampton. 
Not much change in the sticks—but what a contrast in the players’ regalia with that of today. 


A SOCIAL GAME OF BOWLS AT LEWES, ENGLAND 


Brampton Hook and Ladder Company of 1885 photographed on Mayor 
Elliottt’s lawn in June. 


EXCELSIOR HOSE COMPANY OF 1884 


Front row—Chas. Dawson (inset), Harry Beatty, Jas. Cook, Tom Bell, 
Chas. Grogan, George Bailey, Jim Scott, Sam McKillop, Jack Irvine, 
Matt Peacock and Jos. Allan (inset). Second row—Chris Thauburn 
(inset), Jos. Sewell, Ben Kilpatrick, Len Nattress, Armour Hood, J. 
Trimble, J. J. Manning, Geo. Roe, Albert Calbeck. Third row—David 
Blair, Richard Elliott, F. W. Dawson, Dan Kilpatrick, Ed. Fallis, Tom 
Foster, Thos. Thauburn. Top row—(inset) Jas. Golding, chief; (inset) 
W. E. Milner, Geo. Raby, Chas. Mains, E. T. Stork, Jos. Guy, S. 


Rayson, T. Greenwood, W. J. Beatty (inset) and Rodney Maddon 
Here’s the way they did it when the game was first introduced to the people of the British Isles. (inset). 


ROSALEA AS IT APPEARED IN THE DAYS OF FIELD LACROSSE 


Excelsior Hose Company about the year 1885 with Captain Jos. Allan 
in foreground. 


ro 


On the north side of the field there was a spacious covered grandstand and also open bleachers for the spectators. 


Brampton Fire Brigade, winners of first prize for best appearing 
company on parade at provincial tournament, Acton, July, 1908. 


GROUP CHAMPIONS ONTARIO RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION 


| ' BRAM PT ‘MWIGH SscHoo 


From left to right: Geo. Babcock, coach; Wally Large, C. A. (Jack) Worthy, Robt. Nodwell, Gordon McLean, Jack Bartlett, Elgin Core, Dalby Barclay, Wilf. Gray, Stewart 
Beatty, Frank Fraser, Les. Huggin, Elwyn Smart, Wm. Algie, Harper Bull (captain), Cecil Crawford, Bert. Bartlett (manager), W. J. Fenton (principal). 
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PROUD AS PUNCH OF THEIR FIRST FORD 


Believe it or not, that’s what they looked like and the family got just 
as much of a thrill as they stepped into their “tin-lizzie” at the turn of 
the century as do the folks of today when they drive away in their new 
streamlined, nickel plated model with all the latest gadgets. 


EARLY TYPE OF PEEL SCHOOL HOUSE 


grote Hapen a er rs a 
Square Log School Houses were the common variety in Peel in the 
early days, but this octagonal structure at Dixie was a rarety. 


BRODDYTOWN SCHOOL GROUP 


Guess when and who? Even we are guessing whether the seven 
“oldsters” in the front row are teachers, school trustees, or just visiting 
parents. In any event, the costumes indicate clearly that a drastic 
change in fashions has taken place since then. 


INDUSTRIAL PIONEER 


LATE JAMES PACKHAM 


who established Brampton Pressed 
Brick Co. Limited more than three- 
quarters of a century ago. It is 
the longest established industry in 
Brampton today. 


HOW TIMES CHANGE 


WE 


# 


Even after shorts and slacks had 
become popular the above sign was 
displayed and this rule enforced at 
C. W. Mack’s beautiful property at 
Belfountain. 


OFF TO SCHOOL 


S. A. WHITE 
Makes speed on snowshoes. 


ONE OF PEEL’S PIONEER SCHOOLS—SNELGROVE 


mene 


WHERE DID PEEL GET ITS NAME ? 


No one knows for a certainty how, when or where the County of Peel 
got its name. Letters patent erecting townships and counties, as 
pointed out by the Information Bureau of the Public Archives in 
Ottawa, never state the sources of the names assigned to the new 
municipalities, and in the case of Peel there are several sources pos- 
sible, but none indicated. Politicians, supported by such authorities as 
Armsirong (Origin and Meaning of Place Names) and Gardiner 
(Nothing But Names), insist that the county was named in honour of 
the British statesman, Sir Robert Peel (1788-1850). Sportsmen prefer 
to believe that this county which has played so important a part in the 
sporting history of the Dominion, was named in honour of John Peel, 
the Cumberland huntsman whose name has been widely celebrated in 
rollicking song. Supporters of the John Peel argument adduce, in 
favour of their contention, that many Peel pioneers came from the 
English Lake Country where John Peel lived, and that Brampton, the 
county town, was, in fact, named after the ancient Cumberlandshire 
Brampton, celebrated for its woollens. There was a definite interest in 
fox-hunting in the little Ontario county in early days, and it is impos- 
sible that the name of John Peel should not have been widely known 
and respected among the residents. —Continued on Page 19 


THE OLD BRAMPTON HIGH SCHOOL 


Yes, here it is in all its glory, tower and all. This seat of learning has 
fond recollections for many ex-pupils. It stood on the extreme west of 
the present property. It was completely destroyed by fire in 1917, and 
this news was received with mixed feelings by the teachers and pupils 
of that day and earlier. 


PEEL SURVEYOR 


Left to right, back row— 
Albert Maxwell, Melville 
Giffen, Henry Cation; 3rd 
row —the teacher, James 
White (father of S. A. 


White), Millie Oliver, geo 
Vennie Giffen (Mrs. S. A. ee 
White), Maud Hodge, J 


Martha White (sister of = 
S. A. White), Jennie Gif- us 

fen, Maud Ellis, Florence 
Snell, Lizzie Foster. 2nd 
row—Bert Hodge, Charlie 
Oram, Harold Watson, 
Samuel Alexander White, 
Gordon Campbell, James 
Cation, Wilbert Coates, 
George Oram. Front row 
—Annie Coates, Johnny 
Coates, Jean Campbell, 
Ethel Hodge, Gertie Law, 
Gertie Hodge, Nellie 
Hopps, Helen Campbell, 
Edith Campbell. 


What a contrast in the costume 
worn in the last century with what 
our surveyors wear today. 


PAGE EIGHT THE CONSERVATOR, BRAMPTON, ONTARIO Thursday, November 24, 1949 


1860 1949 


Lo Sie DALE 3! 


Dale Autographed Roses 
symbolizing the long history of 
Dok Ce Lave made 
4-ampton the Hower Jou of 


ee 
Mr. Henry Dale Mrs. James Algie 
a Ee of the Dt Chile: B,ampton’s Daughter of the founder ane Pretidont 
outstanding dictate! enterprise. of Dale Caleta Limited. 


In 1860, when the Dale enterprise 
had its early beginnings, Brampton 
had a population of 800. The pro- 
ducts were principally vegetables 
and were sold only in the local mark- 
et which flourished in those days, 
serving the town and surrounding 
countryside. 


In 1949 Dale products are sold 
in cities and towns from St. John’s, 
Nfld., to Victoria, B.C., and in many 
United States centres. The Dale 
Estate is an enterprise with a con- 
tinent-wide reputation. This rep- 
utation is upheld by Dale employees 
and their families, numbering as 
high as 2,000 men, women and 
children — 25% of the town’s pop- 
ulation of 8.000. 


) ake & state 


Copyright 1938 by Jackson & Perkins Co. 
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